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THE AUSTRIAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND THE ALLIED COUNCIL. In its 
meeting or February 9 tne Allied Council discussed the draft law unani- 
mously approved by the Austrian Parliament on January 16, which pres- 
cribes the modalities for the election of the new Austrian Federal 
President. After three hours of debate, the Allied Council was unable 
to reach an agreement on the approval of this draft law because the 
Soviet representative contended that the Austrian Constitution of 1920, 
@s amended in 1929, on which the Election Statute is based, had not 
been approved by the Allied Councile In opposition to this Russian 
view, the American, British, and French representatives firmly adopted 
ths standpoint that the Federal Constitution of 1929 had been unani- 
mousgly approved by all four High Commissioners on November 30, 1945, 
and was therefore still in force todaye The United States represen- 
tetive pointed out that during the past five years the Allied Council 
had approved close to one thousand Austrian legislative measures, all 
of which were likewise based on the Constitution of 1929, and that it 
had done so in accordance with Article 6 of the Control Agreement. 
Since no agreement could be reached on this question by the Allied 
Council, the above-mentioned Austrian Election Statute of January 16 
automatically went into effect on February 17, in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 6 of the Control Agreement which specify that 
Austrian legislation becomes law after a waiting period of 51 days. 

The new Election Statute stipulates that the election of the new 
Federal President be held on a Sunday at least seventy days after the 
law enters into final force. May 6 is generally regarded in informed 
political quarters as the most likely date for the election. In the 
event that none of the presidential candidates should obtain an absoe. 
lute majority in the first balloting, a second voting would have to 
take place four weeks later. 





ASSISTANT SECRETARY PERKiNS IN VIENNA. Assistant Secretary of State 
George We Perkins arrivoi in Vienna from Frankfurt on February 9, ac- 
companied by High Commissioner Walter Je Donnelly. During his brief 
visit Mr. Perkins saw Chancellor Leopold Figl, Deputy Chencellor Adolf 
Schaerf, and Foreign Minister Karl Gruber, before continuing his trip 
to Belgrade. The "Wiener Zeitung" reported on February 10 that upon 
his arrival Mr. Perkins stated that the United States was making every 
effort to bring the long-awaited Austrian Treaty to an early conclusion 
because it was convinced that the signing of the treaty would usher 

in a prosperous future for the Republic of Austria. Although separated 
from Austria by 4000 miles of sea and land, the Assistant Secretary of 
State said, Americans were fully conscious of the common traditions of 
culture and faith which linked the two countries. There had been wide- 
spread admiration in the United States for the speedy material recon- 
struction the people of Austria had achieved and for their determina- 
tion to resist all Comnunist attempts at intimidation. In closing, 
Secretary Perkins assured Austria that the United States would not re- 
lax its efforts in continuing to support Austria in the latter's role 
as a bastion of the common Democratic struggle. 





GRUBER ANNOUNCES ACCEPTANCE OF YUGOSLAV PROPOSAL FOR CLOSER RELATIONS. 
Rustrian Foreign Minister Karl Gruber informed the Council of Ministers 
on Jamary 30, 1951, that he had received a note from the Yugoslav 
political representative in Vienna, containing a proposal by the Fed- 
erated People's Republics of Yugoslavia for elevating the political 
representations of both countries to the rank of legationse This step 
is designed to effect a closer rapprochement between the peoples of 
Yugoslavia and Austria. Dr. Gruber told the Cabinet that in his reply 
to the Yugoslav note, he had welcomed the new step and acceptes the 
proposal. 
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AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT TO RiiTEW_EFFORTS FOR RELEASE OF WAR PRISONERS. 
On February 6 the Austrian Council of Ministers decided to make repre- 
Sentations to the competent Russian authorities, through the Austrian 4 
Legation in Moscow, for the earliest possible release of the last re- 
maining Austrian prisoners of war still in the Soviet Union. 

On February 13 Foreign Minister Dr. Karl Gruber informed a cabinet 
meeting that, according to a communication made by Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Zorin to the Austrian representative in Moscow, 119 
Austrian prisoners of war, who had been sentenced by Soviet courts, 
would be repatriated shortly. 








VeD.U.e PUBLICATIONS SUSPENDED BY ALLIED COUNCIL. At the end of Jamary 

> the bxecutive Comnittee of the Allied Council voted to suspend 
the weeklies, “Die Neue Front" and “Der Alpenruf}' both publications of 
the Union of independents, for periods of two and three months, re- 
spectively. The measure was motivated by the fact that the weeklies 
had printed National Socialist, militaristic, or anti-Allied propaganda. 
The National Committee of the Union of Independents therefore began 
publication of a new weekly, "Die Zweite Front,” on. January 27, 1951. 
The party's chairman, Dr. Herbert Kraus, sent a telegram to the four 
High Commissioners, protesting against the ban, which he characterized 
as undemocratic.. 


AUSTRIA PERMITTED TO RESUME TELEGRAPH COMMUNICATIONS WITH JAPAN. 

At the beginning of February the Exccutive Committee of the Allied 
Council granted the Austrian Postal and Telegraph Administration per- 
mission to resume telegraph comnunications between Austria and Japan.: 
This means that Austria now has telegraph communications with all 
countries. 





POLL REVEALS AUSTRIANS TO BE MOST EUROPEAN-MINDED PEOPLE ON CONTINENT. 
A recent poll on the attitude of Europeans toward the Idea of European 
union revealed that in Austria a larger percentage of those polled 
favored the principle of European unity than in any other country on 
the Continent. This interesting result was reflected in a survey con- 
ducted by a leading American institute of public opinion, in conjunction 
with similar European institutes, in most of the countries this side of 
the Iron Curtaine In Austria, 67% of those polled expressed themselves 
in favor of a unified Europe and only 3% opposed the idea. Thirty per 
cent answered that they were still undecided. On the creation of a 
‘European Customs Union, 86% of the Austrians queried answered in the 
affirmative. 





AUSTRIAN PEOPLE'S PARTY TO HOLD NATIONAL CONVENTION IN MARCH. The Srd 
National Convention of the Austrian People's Party, the strongest po- 
litical party in the country, will be held in Salzburg on March 24. 

The convention will discuss all problems facing Austria and the People's 
Party, as well as any organizational measures that may appear necessary 
as a result of current developments. One of the main questions to be 
discussed will be the election of a new Federal Presidente 





MINERS! INTERNATIONAL PRAISES AUSTRIA. At the Conference of the Inter- 
nation Mine Workers Union, which was held in Vienna at the end of 
January, Belgian delegate Dethier and Sir William Lawther, President 

of the British Mine Workers Union, paid tribute to Austria's coal 
minerse Dethier said that Austria was the last outpost of civilization 
before the Iron Curtain. Sir Lawther assured the Austrian people that 
England was not blind to the hard work that had been accomplished in 
Austria since the end of the war, and expressed the hope that the 
country might finally be relieved of the occupation. At the closing 
session of the conference it was decided to contribute 10,000 schillings 
for the victims of the recent avalanche disasters in Austria. 


GOVERNOR OF te PROVINCE DIES. Dr. Alfons Weissgatterer, Governor of 
e province of Tyrol, died on January 31 at the age of 52 from a heart 
attack. Dre Weissgatterer, a member of the People's Party, had played 


& leading role in the Tyrol resistance movement in 1945 and in October 
of that year became Governor of the province. 








NEW E.CeA. CHIEF FOR AUSTRIA, On January 50, 1951, C.E. Meyer of 
Springville, NeYse, was appointed as chief of the Economic Cooperation 
Administration's special mission to Austria. He succeeded Clyde N, 
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King, who resigned the position effective February 1, 1951, Mr, Meyer 
is fifty-nine and a graduate of the University of Syracuse. After 
graduation, he joined the Standard Vacuum 011 Company, During his 
stay with the company, of which he later became a Vice President, Mre 
Meyer held several positions in China and Japane 


GENERAL SWIFT LEAVES AUSTRIA. The United States Forces in Austria 
recently announced that General Ira Pe Swift, U.S. Deputy on the Vienna 
Four-Power Command, has been appointed Comnanding General of the Srd 
Tank Division at Fort Knox, Kentucky. A successor to General Swift 

has not yet been named. 





NEW U.Se INFORMATION OFFICER IN AUSTRIA. The U.S» Information Service 
In Austria recently announced the appointment of William Harlan Hale 
to the post of U.S. information Officer at the American Legation in 
Viennae In this capacity, Mr, Hale will be responsible for the Ameri- 
can press and radio services in Austria, including the “Wiener Kurier" 
and the "Red-White-Red" radio network, as well as for official U.S. 
film activities. In this work, he will be responsible to Charles K. 
Mofly, Chief U.eSe Information Officer in Vienna. 


AMERICAN BE ek ae IN AUSTRIA HAVE RETURNED 545 HOTELS IN U.S. ZONE. 

6 United ates Forces in Austria, whic requis one otels 
in Vienna and the American zone, have already returned 343, or 94%, of 
these to their Austrian ownerse In Vienna the Americans still occupy 
the Bristol, Regina and Cottage hotelse In the province of Salzburg, 
nine hotels (four of them in the city of Salzburg), and in the pro- 
vince of Upper Austria, seven hotels (five in Linz and two in Wels) 
are still being used for housing American personnel, 








AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY FACED WITH ACUTE SHORTAGE OF RAW MATERIALS. Austria _ 
is facing acute and persistent difficulties in obtaining raw materials 
for her economy, a condition for which high prices and the increasing 
shortages on the world market are believed to be primarily responsible, } 
according to the January issue of the Austrian Institute for Economic 
Research. Although wholesale prices have shot up 22% and the cost-of- 
living index 14% since mid-June 1950, Austrian prices have continued 
to trail behind world market prices, The Institute believes that this 
disparity between domestic and world market prices favors the export 
of raw materials, thus intensifying their shortage at home, At the 

- game time, maintaining domestic prices at a low level renders more. : 
difficult the importation of essential raw materials and foodstuffs, : 
at least to the extent that the gap between the high prices on the 
world market and the low prices within the country is not bridged in 
the form of subsidies to Austrian importers. In view of the fact that 
Austria's most active trade partners subject their foreign trade to 
government controls, The Institute for Economic Research feels that 
Austrian industry will not be able to escape "regulation" of raw mate- 
rials and other goods in short supply. (It may be recalled here that 
some time ago the Austrian Goverment set up an interministerial com- \ 
mittee -~ in which, in addition to the pertinent ministries, the Fed- { 
eral Chamber of Commerce, the Chamber of Agriculture, the Chamber of 
Labor, and the Federation of Trade Unions are also represented -- and 
instructed it to make a systeuwatic study of this question and propose 
appropriate measures, The Editor.) In this connection, the Institute 
-for Economic Research points out that the United States, Great Britain, 
and France are now organizing a system of international economics con- 
trols, the purpose of which is obviously to ensure that the defense 
and rearmanent needs of the Atlantic Pact powers receive top priority 
and be fully satisfied, and that the civilian consumption of raw mate- 
rials in short supply be restricted. Although in these countries even 
strict adherence to this policy will not affect the level of employ- _ 
ment, its application in Austria would have catastrophic sonsequences 
indeed, because the latter's finished goods! industry is working pri- | 
marily for domestic civilian consumption. The Institute therefore 
believes that it will be the job of Austria's representatives in the 
appropriate international organizations to explain this special situa- 
tion of the country's economy, and to assure for it: that indispensable 
supply of raw materials which is essential for the maintenance of a 
high level of employment. Moreover, Austrian efforts to obtain. foreign 
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raw materials will be the more successful, the more domestic raw ma- 
terials Austria can offer in exchange. The Institute for Economic 
Research concludes its analysis by advocating therefore that the 
domestic consumption of important native raw materials be limited to 
only the most essential needs, in order for Austrian trade treaty ne- 
gotiators to have at their disposal some domestic materials which 
they can offer in exchange for urgently needed importse 


AUSTRIA TO INCREASE HER METAL PRODUCTION. The growing shortage of 
copper, lead, and zinc on the world market in the last few months has 
made it increasingly difficult for Austrian industry to obtain an ade- 
quate supply of these raw materials. In view of this situation, the 
1951 production schedules of the country's nationalized metal-mining 
installations call for considerably increased output quotas. Thus, 
the Mitterberg copper mines in Salzburg plan:to double their output in 
the course of this yeare Smelting facilities for these domestic cop- 
per ores will be created at the Montan plants at Brixlegg, Tyrol. 
Production of lead and 2ine ore at the Bleiberger Bergwerksunion will 
be increased 10 to 12% as compared to the previous year. The shortage 
of non-ferrous metals and their price increase on the world market is 
gradually forcing Austria's metalworking industry to convert more and 
more to the use of light motals. This has led to a higher demand for 
aluminum which the Ministry of Communications and Nationalized In- 
dustries is planning to meet by considerably intensifying production 
at the government Aluminum Works in Ranshofene The current year calls 
for an output of 17,000 tons, as compared to 12,000 tons last year, 

To achieve this higher output the Ranshofen works will have to receive 
an additional 400 million KWH of electric energy. 





ENNS POWER STATIONS TO RECEIVE THREE NEW GENERATORS. Three new giant 
generators will be placed into service at the Enns power stations 
during the course of the present year. This addition is expected to 
boost power production at all Enns stations from 91 mW. (end of 1950) 
to 155 mW., with a resulting annual output of some 670 million KWH, 
which is estimated to represent about 60% of the electric power con- 
sumption of Austrian industry in 1950, 





INCREASE IN AUSTRIAN IRON ORE OUTPUT. Austria's iron ore output in 
I950 reached the record total of 1,659,413 tons, an increase of almost 
25% over the previous year's production, This figure represents 
98.66% of the iron ore mined in 1937. This domestic ore was used pri- 
marily for charging the blast furnaces in Donawitz and Linz. In spite 
of this greater output of Austrian ore, domestic needs could not be 
fully met and 197,790 tons of iron ore had to be imported from abroad. 





AUSTRIAN IRON AND STEEI, PRODUCTION IN 1950. According to as yet in- 
complete figures, Austrian pig-iron output in 1950 amounted to 
883,135 tons (as compared to 837,748 tons in 1949); that of raw steel 
to 946,808 tons (834,574 tons in 1949); that of rolled steel to 
585,294 tons (554,288 tons in 1949); and that of forged steel to 
23,158 tons (18,539 tons in 1949), 





AUSTRIAN STEEL MILL DEVELOPS PRECISION CASTING. The Boehler & Coe 
steel mills, one of Austria's leading metallurgical plants, have 
developed new precision casting methods which will enable them to in- 
crease their exports of cast stock, according to a press report re- 
ceived from Vienna. Boehler & Coe hopes to incorporate the new pro- 
cess in its production this year, when all plant adjustments are ex- 
pected to be completed. Precision casting of parts and articles large- 
ly eliminates the need for costly finishing, which had heretofore 

made exports of certain types of cast stock impracticable. 





AUSTRIAN PETROLEUM IN 1950 ESTIMATED AT 1.5 MILLION TONS. O11 ex- 
erts estimate that Austria's petroleum deposits yielded 1-5 million 
ons of crude o11 in 1950, according to a recent report in "Die Pres- 

see" This figure represents the greatest output since the country's 

petroleum industry has been in existence. In 1949 and 1948, oil pro- 

duction was estimated at respectively 1225 million tons and 960,000 

tonse At the present time, the monthly yield from the oil fields 

under Russian management adds up to some 150,000 tons, two thirds of 
which comes from Zistersdorf, with the remaining third being obtained 
from Matzen (since 1949) and Aderklaa (since 1950). .If the oil re- 
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serves at these fields continue to be tapped at the present rate, this 
year's output will total about 1.8 million tons. A recent increase in 
allocation now allows Austria some 50% of the yield from her own pe- 

troleum deposits. 


RECORD YEAR FOR AUSTRIAN COAL OUTPUT. Austria's coal output in 1950 
reached the all-time high of 4,491,957 metric tons, as compared to 
5,998,959 tons in 1949. In January 1951 domestic coal production 
reached the record total of 450,709 tons, as compared to 406,502 tons 
in December 1950 and 292,559 tons in January 1937. 
















EeCeAe FUNDS FOR MODERNIZATION OF RAIL LINE TO COAL DISTRICT. Six 
million Austrian schillings have been allocated for the modernization 
of a rail line from Salzburg to the Inntal. For some time now, work 
has been under way to connect this line with the coal mining district 
of Trimmelkamm by means of a secondary feeder line, about 8 miles 
longe The most difficult part of the new construction project was the 
bridging of the deep Moosach River canyon, which was accomplished by a 
200-ton all-welded bridge. This secondary line to the coal mines is 
expected to be completed shortly. At the mines themselves, extensive 
alterations have been made in anticipation of the greater output now 
being contemplated. Heretofore, production at these mines had been 
handicapped by lack of transportation, When working at full capacity, 
the Trimmelkamm mines can produce 1,400 tons of coal per day. 





























PAST AND FUTURE PRODUCTION OF THE AUSTRIAN NITROGEN WORKS. The Oester- 
réichische stickstofiwerke A.G, of Linz, Upper Austria, - Austria's 
state-owned nitrogen works - produced 365,000 metric tons of nitrate 
of lime in 1950, an increase of 25% over the previous year. During 
1950 the number of persons employed by the nitrogen works increased 
from 2,710 to 2,740, with per-capita output climbing from 109 to 150 : 
tons. The 1951 production program will include mining the large gypsum . 
deposits near Wienern, Styria, which are rich in anhydrite, a raw ma- 

terial that is becoming increasingly important for the production of j 
sulphuric acide During the current year, the Nitrogen Works plan to ; 
construct special plants for the production of sulphuric acid. In the 

last few months, the Austrian Nitrogen Works, Ince have exported over 

20,000 tons of calcium ammonium nitrate to the United States. 





AUSTRIAN SALT SHIPMENTS TO YUGOSLAVIA. At the beginning of February 
the first monthly shipment of Austrian table salt to Yugoslavia left 
the Austrian salt mines for Linz, whence it was reshipped to Yugoslavia 
by river freighter. This first shipment of 600 tons will be followed 
by equal deliveries every month until the entire order of 5000 tons of 
salt is filled. 








AUSTRIANS PRODUCING NEW MINIATURE CAR. After five years of automotive | 
research and designing, the PERL company has come up with a new general 
purpose car, the “Perl Champion 250", The car has a 250-cm. twin- i 
piston engine, which can develop a power of 9 HP at 5800 repem., weighs | 
310 kg. (1 kg. equals 262 lbse), and is 1250 me wide and 2.80 ms long 

(lm. equals 3.28 ft.). Its modern body provides a seating capacity 

for two. It has a maximum speed of 835 km. per hour and a cruising speec 

of 65 to 70 (1 km. equals 0.624 miles), with a fuel consumption of 

better than 54 miles to the gallon. The new two-seater, which has a 
rear-axle drive and a three-speed transmission, has been found ade- 

quate for mountain driving, as extensive field tests have shown. The 

car will presumably be available at a retail cost of 20,000 schillings. 


FAMOUS AUSTRIAN AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEER DEAD. Early in February Professor 
Ferdinand Porsche, the famous Austrian pioneer in the field of automo- 
tive engineering who died in Stuttgart on January 50, was buried in 
Zell am See, Austria. Porsche was Austria's ieading specialist in the 
field of automobile and aircraft engine construction, He acquired an 
international reputation as a result of his work in engineering and 
designing the Austro-Daimler car, the "Volkswagen," and, in the last 
years of his life, the Porsche Sport Modele ‘He had received honorary 
doctorates from many European institutes of technology, including the 
Vienna Institute of Technologye 


PUCH MOTORCYCLES AND STEYR Fact ON DISPLAY AT GRAND CENTRAL PALACE. 
e Puc cc and Puc cc motorcycles and four eren 
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modols of Steyr bicycles are on display in a separate booth at the 
Sportmen's Show being held in Grand Central Palace from February 17th 
to the 25the A quantity of these machines as well as spare parts are 
now available in the United States for inmediate delivery. 


AUSTRIA BECOMING A FULL-IrLEDGED INDUSTRIAL COUNTRY. In a special sur- 
vey, the Austrian Institute for Economic Kesearch has analyzed the 
country's employment structure in the years 1938, 1948, and 1950, It 
found that on March 31, 1938, there were only 1,290,000 wage earners 
registered for health insurance, whereas on March 51, 1950, this group 
of wage earners had increased by 607,400 for a total of 1,897,400. 

Only @ small fraction of this increase can be attributed to the normal 
growth in population, The figures revealed that it was particularly 

in industry that the total number of wage earners reflected a pro- 
portionately sharp increase; On March 31, 19358, industry and in- 
dustrial crafts accounted for 35% of all wage earners, whereas by March 
31, 1948, this percentage had risen to 42%, and by February 1, 1950, 

to 45%. The survey concludes that Austria has become increasingly in- 
dustrialized over the past decadee As far as the participation of 
women in industry is concerned, the Institute found that although there 
had been a definite drop in the number of women in industry and in- 
dustrial crafts during the period following World War I, this trend 
had almost completely reversed itself by February 1, 1950, when the 
percentage of women in industry reached 27%. 








NO FURTHER INCREASE IN AUSTRIAN UNEMPLOYMENT. Austrian Minister of 
Social Welfare Maisel aimounccd at the beginning of February that the 
unemployment situation in Austria hed been practically stabilized. 
Although the number of wemployed had increased to 219,575 by mid- 
January, the second half of the mouth showed a further increase of only 
117. Reports from some Austrian provinces indicated a drop in unemploy- 
ment and this downward trend is expected to gain momentum as the emer- 
gency work projects voted by the Government get under way. 





AUSTRIA SIGNS NEW TRADE AGREEMENTS. At the beginning of February 













Austria signed new trade agreements with Sweden, the Netherlands, and 
Indonesia. The object of the Austrian-Netherlands trade negotiations, 
which were conducted in The Hague, was to fit the bilateral agreements 
between the two countries into the broader multilateral arrangements 
adopted within the framework of the Organization for European Economic 
Cooperation. In Austria's trade relations with Sweden, the lists of 
non-restricted commodities both countries have filed with the OEEC will 
also be fully applied in the future, on the basis of recent negotiations 
in Vienna which led to the initialing of a Protocol of Amendment to the 
existing Austrian-Swedish Trade Agreement of April 12, 1948; the amend- 
ment will be valid from February 1, 1951, to January 31, 1952. The 
talks recently held in The Hague between an Austrian and an Indonesian 
trade delegation have resulted in an understanding for the conclusion 
of an agreement regulating trade relations between the two countries. 
According to this agreement, Indonesia will supply Austria with such 
important raw materials as tin, raw rubber, copra, coco fiber, hides, 
and skins, in exchange for Austrian industrial products, including 
machinery, Diesel motors, paper, textiles, optical instruments, etc. 
For the first year of the asreement, the volume of trade in each 
direction has been estimated at 15 million Dutch guilders. 
From December 15, 1945, when Austria signed a mere barter agree- 

ment with Czechoslovakia, to the end of 1950, Austria has concluded 

a total of 19 trade agreements with European countries, and 4 with 
overseas nations, namely Argentina, Brazil, India and Pakistan. An 
equal number of payments agreements have also been signed, generally 
with the same countries, The only European countries with which trade 
treaties are still outstanding are the Soviet Union, Finland, Albania, 
Spain, and Portugale 





















AUSTRIAN PRODUCTS TO BE DISPLAYED AT WORLD FAIRS. Austrian industry 
and handicraft have recognized that international trade fairs offer 
them an effective opportunity to increase their markets abroad and ex- 
hibit their products to advantage. A report from Austria states that 
Austrian goods will be shown at almost all European trade fairs, in- 
cluding of course the traditional Vienna Spring Fair, to be held from 
March llth through the 18th. Other European trade fairs where Austrian 
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products will be exhibited are those of Frankfurt, in Western Germany; 
Milan and Bari, in italy; Trieste; Brussels, Paris and Stockholm. In 
Milan, Austrian hendicraft products will also be displayed at the 9th 


Triennale Exhibition, which is to be held some months after the Milan 
Trade. Fair, 


AUSTRIA'S EXPORT BALAICE IN 1950. According to as yet incomplete fi- 
gures recently released by the Austrian Central Office of Seumhethes, 
Austria's balance of foreign trade reflected a considerably more favor- 
able picture in 1950 than in previous years. The most encouraging re- 
sult has been the fact that the value of exports more than doubled, 
reaching a total of 6513 million schillings as compared to 3228 mil- 
lion in 1949. Commercial imports, however, did not increase to the 
same extent: they rose from 4477 million schillings in 1949 to 7089 
million schillings in 1950. To this figure should be added 2111 mil- 
lion schillings' worth of FRP deliveries (in 1949, these amounted to 
1867 million), thus bringing the total value of all imports to 9200 
million schillings (6344 million in 1949). The gap between imports 

' and exports in the commercial trade balance has therefore narrowed con- 
siderablye In 1950 this excess of imports over exports amounted to only 
576 million schillings, or 8% of the total value of commercial imports, 
which compares favorably with the negative trade balance of 1249 mil- 
lion, or 27% of the total value of commercial imports, in 1949. The 
deficit in the overall foreign trade balance (ieee commercial and ERP 
imports and exports) dropned from 3116 million schillings (1949) to 
2687 million (1950). 


AUSTRIAN EXPORT PROSPECTS TO THE UNITED STATES IMPROVED. Austria's 
prospects Of greater exports to the United States have improved con- 
Siderably as a resuit of an increased demand for Austrian products on 
the American market. This upward trend is also reflected by a greater 
number of requests received by the Austrian Export Funde Greater ex- 
ports are particularly in prospect for textiles, silk blouses, jersey 
clothes, sweaters, children's clothing, glass chandeliers, rabbit 
skins, pianos, ceramics, measuring instruments, paper, as well as light 
metal pipes and sectionse The niuber of permanent agents for Austrian 
products rose to well over 100, and so-called export associations have 
been established in order to expand the marketing facilities for smaller 
manufacturers as well. 








SMALL AUSTRIAN MANUFACTURERS COOPERATE TO INCREASE EXPORTS TO THE U.S. 

a recent meeting of Austrian exporters in Vienna it was emphasized 
that Austria was determined to reduce the dollar gap by increasing her 
exports to this countrye The mecting was but one in a series of con- 
ferences called by the Austrian Federal Chamber of Commerce to devise 
procedures which would ensure that no order from the United States is 
lost to Austria because of insufficient production capacity of indi- 
vidual manufacturerse The success of this drive was reflected by a 
recent case where a large American order for knitted goods was received 
by an Austrian manufacturer. Rather than advise, the American buyer 
that the order far exceeded the capacity of his own plant, the manu- 
facturer organized a group of similar manufacturing plants, which then 
filled the order to tho satisfaction of the American buyer. It is 
hoped that Austria will te able to increase her dollar earnings sub- 
stantially by such cooperation within her industry. 


AUSTRIA'S EXPORTS OF GABIONZ GLASSWARE INCREASED TENFOLD. Represen- 
Eatives or ths Austrian Central BaP Agency, the Ministry of Commerce, 
and the Federal Chamber of Commerce recently visited the large Gablonz 
glassworks in Kremsmuenster and Enns in order to obtain a firsthand 
picture of their productivity. The export of Gablonz glassware and 
custom jewelry, which is a source of valuable foreign exchange, in- | 
creased tenfold between January and November 1950, In spite of ever- 
increasing production, only one fourth of the export orders received 
could be filled, because of the fact that only small and few workshops 
are available and because of the shortage of skilled workers. Parti- 
cularly, as regards custom jewelry, only a small percentage of new 


orders could be accepted, in view of the inadequate supply of raw ma- 
terials, 








AUSTRIAN EXPORTS OF OPTICAL GLASS. Aside from. one German and one 
French plant, the Linz Giassworks are the only European manufacturers 
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of crude optical glass. The plant's monthly production is ten tons of 
unpolished pressed lenses for eyeglasses and five to seven million 
glass pieces for sunglasses. Ninety-five per cent of the plant's out- 
put is currently being exported, principally to Italy, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, South America, South Africa 
and Australia. 


UNITED STATES PURCHASES OF AUSTRIAN RADIO SETS INCREASES. American 
firms have shown keen interest in the purchase of Austrian radio sets, 
Vienna's trade weekly, the “Internationale Wirtschaft," reported in 
Jamary. The partial conversion of American industries to defense 
work has doubtlessly played an important part in this development. 
American buyers of Austrian radio receivers have been unanimous in 
their praise of the unexcelled sound qualities of the Austrian radios. 
Prices were found to be competitive, as is generally the case with 
Austrian manufactured products, in which lower labor costs play a do- 
minant part. The report further stated that Austria is currently ex- 
porting 15% of her production of radio receivers. 





PORTABLE AUSTRIAN MOVIE PROJECTORS AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT. The “KIPRO 
3501-5502", a portable Austrian movie projector, is now available for 
export to this country at an advantageous price, the Office of the 
Austrian Trade Delegate in the United States was recently advised. 

The projector is a twin model designed for continuous operation. Con- 
veniently enclosed in suitcases, the unit includes two 55-mmn. film 
projectors, complete with all attachments, 2 stands, a 20-watt ampli- 
fier, one loudspeaker, one transformer, and two air coolers. The twin 
unit is offered for sale in this country at a New York delivery price 
of $1,682.50. Inquiries by recognized companies and agents are in- 


vited and should be addressed to the Austrian Trade Delegate, 25 Broad 
Street, New York, NeYe 





AUSTRIA TO EXPORT "PERGAMIN" WRAPPING PAPER. One of the country's 
leading paper and cellulose manufacturing concerns has diverted one 
of its paper machines exclusively to the manufacture of "Pergamin" 
wrapping paper, the Vienna trade weekly “Internationale Wirtschaft" 
reported. The "Pergamin" paper, which has been in great demand for 
the past months, will be earmarked for export to the United States 
and Great Britain, although interested inquiries have also been re- 
ceived from Latin America, South Africa, and Australia, The manu- 
facturer hopes to make “Pergamin" paper exports to dollar areas a 
major source of dollar earnings, in order to contribute to making 
Austrian imports from hard currency areas ultimately independent of 
United States (Lee EeC oAe) aide 





AUSTRIAN ORGAN MANUFACTURER -APPOINTS AGENT IN UNITED STATES. Austrian 
‘organs for churches and meeting halls are in such great demand that 
the Gebrueder Rieger company, one of Austria's foremost organ builders, 
has secured the services of a distributing agent in the United States 
‘to facilitate the handling of inquiries from prospective purchasers in 
this country. The Georueder Rieger firm is located at Schwarzach in 
the westernmost province of Vorarlberg, near the Swiss border. The 
Austrian Trade Delegate's office at 25 Broad Street, New York 4, N.Y-e 


(Tel: BO 90056) will communicate the agent's name and address upon 
request. 





MIDGET VALVE HEARING AID BEING PRODUCED IN AUSTRIA. An Austrian firm 
hag begun production of a midget valve hearing aid for the deaf, which 
costs considerably less than similar instruments now on the markete 
Western Germany, Brazil, and Australia have already notified the com- 
pany that they are keenly interested in importing the new apparatus, 


ieecat { ROAD EEEY ORY TO BE EXPANDED. A working committee under the 
super a ee 5 6 United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, 
which met in Geneva at the end of January, decided to expand the Euro- 


pean highway network by building an additional 6,000 kilometers 
(3750 miles) of roads in Austria. 











AUSTRIAN TRAIN SERVICE REDUCED 30% BECAUSE OF COAL SHORTAGE. Train 
service on Austria's steam-operated rail lines has been reduced by 
thirty per cent, as a result of reduced coal deliveries from Poland 
and Western Germany during the past few weeks, Deliveries have fallen 
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below the quantities stipulated by the trade agreements with the two 
countries, and the result has seriously affected the coal supply of 
the Austrian Federal Railroads, with a consequent depletion of avail- 
able coa}. stocks below normally permissible reserve levelse 


AUSTRIAN GEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE CELEBRATES CENTENARY. The Federal Geo- 
logical Institute of Austria will hold its centennial celebration and 
simultaneously mark the reconstruction of its site (the Rasumovsky 
Palace) on the occasion of the Vienna Festival, to be held in June of 
this year. Of the renowned scholars who have worked at the Institute 
in the past, mention should be made of Eduard Suess, the genial ori- 
ginator of Vienna's natural water supply system. On June 12, the re- 
novated statue of Suess, which had been removed from its loca} in 
March 1938, at the time of the Nazi occupation of Austria, wilt b 
restored in front of the building of the Federal Geological Institute. 
Following the centenary celebration, there will be an Alpine excursion 
through the country's geologically most significant areas from June 
17th to the 25rd. A century ago, the first state institute to encom- 
pass all branches of “earth" research ever to be established on the 
European Continent was founded in Viennae In 1924, thanks to the In- 
stitute's geological surveys, deposits of high-grade lignite were dis- 


covered at Trimmelkam in Salzburge These deposits have been estimated 
at 20 million tons. 





SWEDEN TO TAKE 100 AUSTRIA" PHYSICIANS. Following the announcement 
Of an Official agreement between Austria and Sweden, according to 
which the latter country will open its doors to 100 young Austrian 
doctors, the Austrian Ministry of Social Welfare has already received 
some 200 applications, from which the final selection will be made by 
a Swedish commission expected to arrive in Vienna shortly. The 
hundred Austrian physicians are scheduled to leave for Sweden in mid- 
Marche To date, 32 Austrian doctors have gone to Iran, 8 to Ceylon 
and 9 to Ethiopia. 





THE RESULTS OF AUSTRIA'S UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS. With 55% of Austria's 
university students perticipating, the elections recently held at the. 
country's universities and institutes of higher education in Vienna 
and the provinces were marked by orderly balloting and the absence of 
any disturbancese According to the central electoral commission, the 
results of the election for the Central Committee of the Austrian Uni- 
versity Students Association were as follows: the electoral bloc of 
Austrian Academicians, 6314 votes (62.12%); Union of Socialist Stu- 
dents, 2200 votes (21.65%); Union of Democratic Students, 332 votes 
(3.27%); Student Electoral Union, 1219 votes (11.99%); “Hanika" 

group, 99 (0e97%)e In the elections for the Executive Committee of 
their respective schools, the Association of Medical Students re- 
ceived 525 votes, the group of Forestry Specialists (agriculture 
students) 157 votes, the Innsbruck Youth Front 140 votes, the Inns- 
bruck Free Students Electoral Union 214 votes, the Graz League of 
Independent Students 754 votese 





SOCIETY OF FRIENDS OF AUSTRIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY TO BE RE-ESTABLISHED. 
The Socievy Of the Fricnds of thie Austrian National Library, which 
was founded before the war but then dissolved at the time of the Nazi 
annexation of Austria in 1956, is to be re-established to assist in 
the reconstruction and expansion of Austria's largest library. In 
the appeal it addressed to a11 members at howe and abroad, the Society 
describes its primary aims as follows: "To strengthen the bonds bet- 
ween the Austrian National Library and the broad circle of scholars, 
intellectuals, and the lovers of books and art, in spite of today's 
hard struggle for existence; to continue its support of cultural 

life, and thus, to aid in the great work of reconstruction.". Both in 
the variety and size of its collections, and the value of its price- 
less accumulations, the Austrian National Library in Vienna is com- 
parable to the other great libraries of the world, such as the Library 
of the British Museum in London, the National Library in Paris, the 
Vatican Library in Rome, and the Library of Congress in Washington. 


FOREIGN FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN FOR ST. STEPHEN'S CATHEDRAL. To expe- 
dite the reconstruction of the Church of Ste stephen, which was se- 
riously damaged in the closing days of the war, Cardinal Innitzer re- 
cently launched a special fund-raising campaign abroade At a re- 
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ception given early in February at the home of the Vienna Choir Boys, 
at which many members of the Federal Government and of the diplomatic 
corps were present, the Austrian Primate called on all Austrians ab- 
road and all friends of Austria both in Europe and overseas to make 
the campaign a successe To date, Austrians had contributed 18 million 
schillings ror the reconstruction of the Vienna Cathedral but the 
people of Austria would not be able to raise all the funds needed 
without outside help. The appeal for the reconstruction of Vienna's 
famous landmark and symbol of Western culture has already met with a 
sympathetic response in many countries, particularly in Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg, and Sweden. It is hoped that 

the nuniber of contributions in other countries will also increase. 
Plans have been made for mounting a memorial tablet of stone, on which 
would be chiseled the names of all those countries which have made a 
sizeable contribution to the reconstruction of the cathedral. In 
response to numerous inquiries we have received from our readers we 
should like to announce that donations for the Reconstruction Fund of 
St.» Stephen's Cathedral may be paid into the account of the Schell- 
hamner & Schattera Bank at the Guaranty Trust Company of New York, 140 
Broadway, New York 15, N.Y. Every contribution will be acknowledged 
by the Reconstruction Committee in Vienna. 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC AND DRAMATIC ART IN VIENNA TO OFFER SPECIAL COURSES. 
Under the direction of its president, Dr. Hans Sittner, the Vienna 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art, which was founded in 1909, has re- 
gained its international reputation as one of Europe's leading in- 
stitutes of music and dramatic art. The registration of 1200 men and 
women students for the 1950-51 academic year was the largest in its 
history, Among the students attending, there are more than one hundred 
from abroad, with those from the United States and Switzerland repre- 
senting the largest group. In view of the growing interest on the 
part of foreign students, the Academy has engaged a number of prominent 
professors who will be able to conduct their courses in the mother 
tongue of most of the foreign students registered. Moreover, the 
school has established a new course, "German for Foreigners," and a 
special seminar for foreign students. In the past year the Academy 
has also expanded its physical facilities: the courses in singing and 
voice training, as well as the opera and operetta departments, have 
been moved to a paiace in the Metternichgasse, and the dance depart- 
ment has been given a home of its own in the former Residence of the 
Guard at Schoenbrunn Palace. 

For admission to the Academy of Music and Dramatic Art candidates 
must pass an entrance examination, These examinations are held at the 
. beginning of each semester, that is, in September and February. The 

academic year at the famous institution, which is also approved by the 
U.eS.e Veterans Administration, begins on October 1 and ends on June 30. 
Detailed information on admission and examination requirements may be 
obtained by writing to the Austrian Consulate General, Information 
Department, 509 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N.eYe, or to the Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art, Lothringerstrasse 18, Vienna III. 





PREVIEW OF THE 4TIl INTERNATIONAL VIENNA MUSIC FESTIVAL. As in the past 
year, the Concert Hall Society in Vienna will again present an Interna- 
tional Music Festival from March Slst to April 15th of this year. The 
program of this great musical event will include orchestral concerts 
with chorus, soloist concerts, chamber music concerts, recitals of | 
church music, & cappella concerts and ballet performances. 

Among the works to be performed will be some that have never been 
heard in Austria before or that are only rarely performed. These will 
include works by Richard Strauss, Carl Orff, Paul Hindemith, Igor Stra- 
vinsky, Boris Blacher, Alban Berg, Bela Bartok, Maurice Ravel, Frank 
Martin, Josef Hauer, Mario Peragallo, Wagner-Regenyi, Arnold Schoen-~ 
berg, Josef Marx, Benjamin Britten, Gustav Mahler, Bohuslav Martinu, 
and Ernst Krenek. 

The following works by young Austrian composers will also be pre- 
sented, many for the first time: Hans Jellinek's "Das Zwoelftonwerk", 
Alfred Uhl's Concertino for Solo Violin and 21 Wind Instruments, A. 
Kaufmann's Concerto for Viola d'Amore and String Orchestra, Gottfried 
Einem's Hymn for Alto Solo, Chorus and Orchestra; choral compositions 
by J.N. David and the "Galgenlieder"” for Baritone and Orchestra by 
Friedrich Gulda will also be heard, 

The following conductors have already agreed to appear: Herman 
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Scherchen, Clemens Krauss, Karl Poehm, Igor Markewitsch, Franz Lit- 
schauer, Paul Sacher, Herbert Haefner, and Hans Swarowsky. The con- 
certs of church music will be conducted by Profe Rudolf Nilius, Dr. 
Anton Lippe, and Dr. Hans Gillesbergere Among the performing ensembles 
there will be the Vienna Philharmonic, the Orchestra of the new Vienna 


- Music Society, the Vienna Choir Boys, the Chorus of the Vienna State 
Opera, and others. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC INVITED TO PLAY IN FLORENCE, PORTUGAL AND LONDON. 
The Vienna Philharmonic has been invited to give a guest perrormance 
at the Maggio Musicale in Florence this Junee The orchestra will play 
two concerts under the baton of Wilhelm Furtwaengler. The famous en- 
semble has also received invitations to make a two-week guest appear- 
ance in Portugal this fall under the direction of Clemens Krauss, and 
then to play in London with Professor Furtwaengler conducting. 


AMERICAN CONDUCTOR TOURS WITH AUSTRIAN ORCHESTRA. Jonathan Sternberg, 
American conductor who has been making recordings in Austria for the 
Haydn Society and the Bach Guild, is currently conducting the Mozarteum 
Orchestra of Salzburg on a European tour. The ensemble is playing only 
selections by Haydn and Mozart, 





FOREIGN GUEST PERFORMANCES OF THE LITSCiHAUER CHAMBER ORCHESTRA. On 
January 27, 1951, the Liteschnuer Chamber Orchostra returned to Vienna 
after having given a highly successful series of nine concerts in Scan- 
dinavia. Forty-eight hours later the orchestral ensemble left for a 
four-week tour of Southern France, Spain, and Portugal, during which 
it will give twenty concerts. 





SIBELIUS MEMORIAL TABLET IN VIENNA. The Vienna Philharmonic Society 

has decided to affix a memorial tablet to the house in which the great 
Finnish composer Jan Sibelius lived from 1890 to 1892. In those years 
Sibelius studied music in Vienna and learned composition with Goldmark 
and Robert Fuchse He also met the great masters Brahms and Bruckner 
personally. Even in later years Sibelius made frequent trips to Vienna. 
On the occasion of the last tour of the Vienna Philharmonic in the 
Scandinavian countries, in the fall of 1950, Jan Sibelius received the 
directors of the Vienna Philharmonic in his house near Helsinki. 








VIENNA BURGTHEATER TO PERFORM AT BREGENZ FESTIVALe The Vienna Burg- 
theater will give a performance of Moliére's "Malade imaginaire” at 
this year's Bregenz Festival, which will be held from July 21st to 
August 12th. One of the main features of the festival will be an open- 
air performance of the Johann Strauss operetta, “The Gypsy Baron." 





"SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT" FIIM RELEASED IN AUSTRIA. The Helios Film 
Company is releasing a new film, "Silent Night, Holy Night", which was 
produced in Oberndorf, near Salzburg, the little village where the 
world-beloved Christmas song was borne ‘The film, which was commissioned 
by the Austrian Ministry of Trade and Reconstruction, is directed by 
Georg Tressler and produced by Karl Szokolle The Vienna Boys Choir 
participated in the production of the film, which is dedicated to the 
authors of the song, Franz Nohr and Xaver Gruber. The picture will be 
synchronized in English, French and Italien. 





AUSTRIAN MOTION PICTURE COMPANY TO FILM BRUCKNER LIFE. The Austrian 
mobvion picbure company "Alpenfriin” of vraz Will soon start production 
on a feature film dealing with the life and works of the Austrian com- 
poser Anton Bruckner. The picture will be made in conjunction with 

the Anton Bruckner Society. It will be directed by Wolfgang Liebenei- 
ner with the participation of the Vienna Philharmonic under the musical 
direction of Herbert Karajane ’ 





VIENNA'S OLDEST ORGAN RESUMES ITS PLACE IN FRANCISCAN CHURCHe One of 
the most notable exemples of the old art of organ building, the so- 
called "Vioeckerl Organ" in the Franciscan Church of Vienna, which had 
been dismantled and hidden in a safe place during the war, has now 
been re-assembled and re-installed in its former place. The “Woeckerl 
Organ" was built during the Thirty Years' War by the Viennese organ 
maker Johannes Woeckerle In 1925 an American had offered 100,000 gold 
schillings for this fine instrument, but the Franciscan monks refused 
to sell ite 
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ART TREASURES DISCOVERED IN SALZBURG. Two heretofore unknown master- 
pieces of the Augsburg school of plastic art were recently discovered 
in Salzburge One is a magnificent altar-piece believed to be the work 
of the Augsburg sculptor Hans Daucher. The other is a high altar 
attributed to the Augsburg master Sebastian Loscher. ” 


BALANCE SHEET OF 1950 TOURIST SEASON IN AUSTRIA. The balance sheet 

for the 1950 tourist season in Austria, which covers the period from 
November 1, 1949, to October 31, 1950, and was officially compiled 
from monthly reports filed by some 700 communities, shows that of a 
total 15.8 million overnight reservations 4.5 million were made by 
about 940,000 foreign visitors, who spent an average of approximately 
four and a half days in the country. Although the number of overnight 
accomodations reserved by native tourists increased by. about 6% as com- 
pared to the previous year, that of foreign tourists increased by 125%. 
The largest number of foreign visitors came from Italy, England, and 
Switzerland, followed by those from Germany, France, and the United 
States. The most popular tourist areas were the Tyrol, Sajzburg, and 
the Vorarlberg. The aggregate controlled foreign exchange brought in- 
to the country during the period covered by the report amounted to 
576,41 million schillings. A comparison with the 1937 figures, which, 
however, were compiled on the basis of reports from some 2,140 muni- 
cipalities, reveals that the pre-war results (about 6.8 million over- 
night accomodations reserved by some 1.2 million foreign tourists) 

have not yet been equaléde 





AUSTRIAN SKI INSTALLATIONS WITHSTAND WORST AVALANCHES IN RECORDED 

RY. The recent Alpine avalanches, which were a@ natural disaster 
without parallel in Alpine history, did no damage at all to foreign 
visitors or ski installations. In outlying areas hitherto safe from 
avalanches, there was widespread destruction of farmhouses, cattle, 
_etce, causing considerable property damage, Austrians, however, have 
always been extremely avalanche-conscious and built their ski in- 
stallations, cable supports, etce so solidly that although they were 
hit by great slides none of them suffered any damage. Great efforts 
were made to keep all foreign visitors out of danger areas. Rumors of 
damage in Zuers and Ste» Anton are without any foundation whatsoever. 





AUSTRIAN WORKER RESCUED AFTER 12 DAYS UNDER AVALANCHE. In the night 
of January w2ly 9 e "“Margaritze” labor camp, located at a 
height of some 6,000 feet at the foot of the Pasterzen Glacier, in the 
Grossglockner area, was buried by a snow avalanche, Twelve days later, 
rescue workers dug their way to a lone survivor, Gerhard Freisegger, 
who was found completely exhausted under a mass of snow several feet 
high. Freisegger said that he had never given up hope of being saved, 





NATIONWIDE SOCCER STRIKE IN AUSTRIA. The soccer clubs represented in 
the Austrian Soccer Association voted on February 9 to stop all soccer 
activity after February 25, in protest against new tax regulations of 
the Ministry of Finance, on the basis of which soccer clubs will hence- 
forth be subject to payment of corporation and trade taxes. 


AUSTRIAN TAKES EUROPEAN SKATING TITLE, Early in February Helmut Seibt 
of Austria won the figure-skating championships of Europe in Zurich, 


with a score of 172.6 points. Horst Faber of Germany was second and 
Carlo Fassi of Italy third, | 





AUSTRIAN SKIERS MAKE BRILLIANT SHOWING IN 1951 EVENTS. Austrian skiers 
have again performed impressively in this season's international events 
in Europe. Erika Mahringer won the Western Cup for Women at Zuers, and 
Othmar Schneider of St. Anton was placed first in the international 
field among the men. Although Austria sent only three of its ace 
skiers to the all-Europe events at Wengen, Othmar Schneider and Otto 
Linher (now en route to this country) won the downhill race, and 
Schneider defeated Zeno Colo of Italy, holder of the world record in 
the Alpine Combination. Schneider repeated his triumph at the Inter- 
national Ski Festival in Chamonix, by nosing. out Zeno Golo in the 
Slalom. At Garmisch-Partenkirchen,Engele Haider, another Austrian, de- 
feated Zeno Colo and James Couttet (France) in the Alpine Combination, 
He also outdid Colo in the Downhill Run, Erika Mahringer won the Down- 
hill Run and the Alpine Combination at the International Winter Sports 
Festivals in Cortina d'Ampezzo and the 4 Peemer Downhill for Women at 
the International Hahnenkamm races in Kitzgbuehel, defeating Andrea Mead 
of the U.S. Christian Pravda of Austria won three titles at Kitzbuehel: 
The Downhill event, the Slalom and the Alpine Combination. — 
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